8Z-60:(ss-umi) NOIlVUfia * 8ZS ZWQISO « O0C8GZ2:siNa - 0 UC-daXda-OldSrVMAS „ [auiji m6{|Aea ujajseal lAId 8i:9S:z IV QA3H . OC/* 3QVd 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A sterilization wrap for wrapping an article to be sterilized 

» 

comprising: 

at least a first sheet of sterilization material; said first sheet of sterilization 

material being a multi-plv laminate: and 

a sheet of absorbent material bonded to said first sheet of sterilization material; 
said sheet of absorbent material adapted to receive the article to be sterilized thereon; said 
sheet of absorbent material (a) providing sterility protection for the article in addition to said first 
sheet of sterilization material, and (b) wicking moisture away from the article after sterilization 
has taken place. 

2. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 1 further including a second sheet of 
sterilization material; said second sheet of sterilization material bonded to said first sheet of 
sterilization material. 

3. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 2 wherein each of said first and second 
sheets of sterilization material includes four edges about their peripheries; said four edges of 
said first sheet of sterilization material being bonded to said four edges of said second sheet of 
sterilization material. 

4. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 2, wherein said sheet of absorbent 
material is made of cellulose. 
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5. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 2. wherein said sheet of absorbent 
material is made of an absorbent synthetic. 

6. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 5, wherein said absorbent synthetic Is 
taken from the group consisting of hydrophillic spunmelt polyolefins, polyester, and nylon, and 
polyrayon9 and bicomponent fibers. 

7. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 2, wherein the perimeter of said sheet of 
absorbent material is smaller than the perimeter of said first sheet of sterilization material. 

8. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 7. wherein the perimeter of said sheet of 
absorbent material is at least 25% less than the perimeter of said first sheet of sterilization 
material. 

9. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Cairn 7. wherein said first sheet of sterilization 
material has two sides; one side of said first. sheet of sterilization material having a central 
portion; said sheet of absorbent material bonded to said first sheet of sterilization material at 
said central portion. 

10. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 2. wherein said first and second sheets 
of sterilization material are made of SMS. 

11. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 2. wherein said sheet of absorbent 
material Is bonded to said first sheet of sterilization material by glue. 
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1 2. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth In Claim 2, wherein said sheet of absorbent 
material is bonded to said first sheet of sterilization material by heat and pressure. 

13. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 2, wherein the color of said first sheet of 
sterilization material Is different from the color of said sheet of absorbent material so that a 
sterile field may be readily identified. 

14. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 2, further including a chemical visual 
indicator; said chemical visual indicator being in one visual state prior to exposure to sterilant 
and being in another visual state after exposure to sterilant; said chemical visual indicator being 
attached to said wrap so as to indicate whether or not the article has been exposed to adequate 
sterilization conditions. 

1 5. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 1 4, wherein said chemical visual 
Indicator is attached to said absorbent material. 

16. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 14, wherein said chemical visual 
indicator changes color after having been exposed to steam. 

17. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 14, wherein said chemical visual 
indicator meets the requirements of ISO 11140-1. 

18. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth In Claim 1 , further including a chemical visual 
indicator; said visual indicator being in one visual state prior to exposure to sterilant and being in 
another visual state after exposure to sterilant; said visual indicator being attached to said 
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Sterilizalion wrap to Indicate whether or not the article has been exposed to adequate 
sterilizalion conditions. 

19. (Withdrawn) A method for sterilizing an article comprising the steps of: 
providing an article to be sterilized; 

wrapping the article to be sterilized with a sterilization wrap which 
comprises: 

at least a first sheet of sterilization material; and 
a sheet of absorbent material bonded to said first sheet of sterilization material; 
said sheet of absorbent material adapted to receive the article to be sterilized thereon; said 
sheet of absorbent material (a) providing sterility protection for the article in addition to said 
sheet of sterilization material, and (b) wicklng moisture away from the artide after sterilization 

has taken place; and 

applying sterilant to the wrapped article. 

20. (Withdrawn) A method for sterilizing an article as set forth in Claim 19 further including 
a second sheet of sterilization material; said second sheet of sterilization material bonded to 
said first sheet of sterilization material. 

21 . (Withdrawn) A method for sterilizing an article as set forth in Claim 20, wherein each of 
said first and second sheets of sterilization material includes four edges about their peripheries; 
said four edges of said first sheet of sterilization material being bonded to said four edges of 
said second sheet of sterilization material. 
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22. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in Claim 20. wherein said sheet of absorbent 
material Is made of cellulose. 

23. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in Claim 20. wherein said sheet of absorbent 
material is made of an absorbent synthetic. 

24. (Withd rawn) A method as set forth in Claim 23. wherein said absorbent synthetic Is 
taken from the group consisting of hydrophillic spunmelt polyolefins, polyester, and nylon, and 
polyrayons and bicomponent fibers. 

25. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in Claim 20. wherein the perimeter of said sheet of 
absorbent material is smaller than the perimeter of said first sheet of sterilization material. 

26. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in Claim 25. wherein the perimeter of said sheet of 
absorbent material is at least 25% less than the perimeter of said firsl sheet of sterilization 
material. 

27. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in Claim 25. wherein said first sheet of sterilization 
material has two sides; one side of said first sheet of sterilization material having a central 
portion; said sheet of absorbent material bonded to said first sheet of sterilization material at 
said central portion. 

28. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth In Claim 20. wherein said first and second sheets of 
sterilization material are made of SMS. 
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29. (Withdrawn) A method es set forth in Claim 20. wherein said sheet of absorbent 
material is bonded to said first sheet of sterilization material by heat and pressure. 

v 

30. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in Claim 20, wherein the color of said first sheet of 
sterilization material is different from the color of said first sheet of absorbent material so that a 
sterile field may be readily identified. 

31 . (Withdrawn) A method as set forth In Claim 20, further including a chemical visual 
indicator; said chemical visual indicator being in one visual state prior to exposure to sterilant 
and being In another visual state after exposure to sterilant; said chemical visual indicator being 
attached to said wrap so as to Indicate whether or not the article has been exposed to adequate 
sterilization conditions. 

32. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth In Claim 31 further including an additional sheet 
attached to said first sheet of sterilization material and to said sheet of absorbent material. 

33. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in Claim 31 . wherein said chemical visual indicator 
is attached to said sheet of absorbent material. 

34. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in Claim 31, wherein said chemical visual indicator 
changes color after having been exposed to steam. 

35. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in Claim 31 . wherein said chemical visual indicator 
meets the requirements of ISO 1 1 1 40-1 
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36. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in Claim 20, further including a chemical visual 
indicator, said chemical visual Indicator being in one visual state prior to exposure to sterilant 
and being in another visual state after exposure to sterilant; said chemical visual indicator being 
attached to said sterilization wrap to Indicate whether or not the article has been exposed to 
adequate sterilization conditions. 

37. (Currently Amended) A sterilization wrap for wrappm§ enabling one to wrap an article to 

be sterilized, comprising: 

at least a first sheet of sterilization material; said first sheet having an outer 

periphery and a central portion; and 

an additional sheet of material being bonded to the central portion of said first 
sheet; the perimeter of said additional sheet being at least Iwenly-five percent (35ft) smaller 
than the perimeter of said first sheet. 

38. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 37 further including a second sheet of 
sterilization material; said second sheet of sterilization material bonded to said first sheet of 
sterilization material. 

39. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 38, wherein the second sheet of 
sterilization material includes an outer periphery; said outer periphery of said first sheet of 
sterilization material being bonded to the outer periphery of said second sheet of sterilization 
material. 

40. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 39 further including a chemical visual 
Indicator, said chemical visual Indicator being in one visual state prior to exposure to sterilant 
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and being in another visual state after exposure to sterilant; said chemical visual indicator being 
attached to said wrap so as to Indicate whether or not the article has been exposed to adequate 
sterilization conditions. 

41. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 37 further including a chemical visual 
indicator; said chemical visual indicator being in one visual state prior to exposure to sterilant 
and being in another visual state after exposure to sterilant; said chemical visual indicator being 
attached to said wrap so as to indicate whether or not the article has been exposed to adequate 
sterilization conditions. 

42. (Withdrawn) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 41 further including an absorbent 
sheet attached to said additional sheet. 

43. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth In Claim 40, wherein said chemical visual 
indicator is a color change indicator. 

44. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 40, wherein said chemical visual 
indicator meets the requirements of ISO 11140-1. 

45. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 40, wherein said chemical visual 
Indicator is attached to said additional sheet. 

46. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth In Claim 39, wherein said first and second sheets 
of sterilization material and said additional sheet are made of SMS. 

-9- 

Q0£S£LZlLSll OX 560^ SL£ LV MV1-HJ/1V3H IVNIdHVO Ud 0G'£l L00Z SZ Nflf 



8Z-60:(ss-uiuj) NOIlVtifta . 560* Sit m:QISO . 00C8C2Z:SINQ „ Ol/C-dHX ja-01dSn:«AS . [»U1I1 wBllAea UJMSB3] lAld 8i:flS:Z 100ZISM XV QAOM « OC/Zl BOVd 



47. (Currenlly Amended) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 46. wherein the basis 
weight of said additional sheet is oqual to o r greater than the basis weight of said first sheet of 
sterilization material. 

48. (Currently Amended) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 46 47. wherein the basis 
weight of said first sheet is In the range from 0.75 osy to 2.9 osy and the basis weight of said 
absorbent sheet is in the range from 1 .0 osy to 3.0 osy. 

49. (Withdrawn) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 39. wherein said additional sheet 
is SMS. 

50. (Withdrawn) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 49 further including an absorbent 
sheet attached to said additional sheet. 

51 . (Withdrawn) A sterilization wrap as sat forth In Claim 50 further including a chemical 
visual indicator; said chemical visual indicator being In one visual state prior to exposure to 
sterilant and being In another visual state after exposure to sterilant; said chemical visual 
indicator being attached to said wrap so as to Indicate whether or not the article has been 
exposed to adequate sterilization conditions. 

52. (Withdrawn) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 37 further including an absorbent 
sheet attached to said additional sheet. 

53. (Withdrawn) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 50. wherein the perimeter of said 
absorbent sheet is smaller than the perimeter of said additional sheet. 
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54. (Currently Amended) A sterilization wrap for wrapping an article to be sterilized 
comprising: 

at least one sheet of sterilization mate rial M \ said sheet of sterilization material 

being a multi-olv laminate; and 

a sheet of absorbent material attached to said sheet of sterilization material; said 
sheet of absorbent material adapted to contact the article to be sterilized; said sheet of 
absorbent material enabled to wick moisture away from the article after sterilization has taken 
place. 

55. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 54 further including a chemical visual 
Indicator responsive to the presence of sterilant so as to indicate whether or not the article has 
been exposed to adequate sterilization conditions. 

56. (Currently Amended) A sterilization wrap for wrapping an article to be sterilized 
comprising: 

at least one sheet of sterilization material having a central portion; said first sheet 
of sterilization material bei ng a multi-plv laminate; and 

a panel attached to said central portion of said sheet of sterilization materiaLsajd 
pa n*i adapted to r^ivP the article t n ^rilized thereon; the basis weight of said panel being 
higher than the basis weight of said sheet of sterilization material. 

57. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth In Claim 56 further including a sheet of absorbent 
material attached to said panel; said sheet of absorbent material enabled to wick moisture away 
from the article after sterilization has taken place. 
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58. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 57 further including a chemical visual 
indicator responsive to the presence of sterilant so as to indicate whether or not the article has 
been exposed to adequate sterilization conditions. 

59. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth In Claim 56 further including a chemical visual 
indicator responsive to the presence of sterilant so as to indicate whether or not the article has 
been exposed to adequate sterilization conditions. 

60. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 56, wherein said panel is absorbent; said 
panel enabled to wick moisture away from the article after sterilization has taken place. 

61 . (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 60 further including a chemical visual 
indicator responsive to the presence of sterilant so as to indicate whether or not the article has 
been exposed to adequate sterilization conditions. 

62. (Currently Amended) A sterilization wrap for wrapping rnahlinq one to wrap a n article to 

be sterilized comprising: 

at least one sheet of sterilization material; said sheet not forming a part of a 

{sterilization bag; and 

a chemical visual indicator responsive to the presence of sterilant so as to 
Indicate whether or not the article has been exposed to adequate sterilization conditions. 

63. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth In Claim 62 further including a second sheet of 
sterilization material; saW second sheet of sterilization material bonded to said first sheet. 
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64. (Withdrawn) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 63, wherein said chemical visual 
Indicator is attached to said second sheet 

65. (Withdrawn) A method for sterilizing an article comprising the steps of: 

providing an article to be sterilized; 

wrapping the article to be sterilized with a sterilization wrap which comprises: 
at least a first sheet of sterilization material; said first sheet having an outer 

periphery and a central portion; and 

an additional sheet of material being bonded to the central portion of said first 
sheet; the perimeter of said additional sheet being smaller than the perimeter of said first sheet: 
and 

applying sterilant to the wrapped article. 

66. (Withdrawn) A method for sterilizing an article as set forth in Claim 65 further including 
a second sheet of sterilization material; said second sheet of sterilization material bonded to 
said first sheet of sterilization material. 

67. (Withdrawn) A method for sterilizing an article as set forth in Claim 66, wherein the 
second sheet of sterilization material includes an outer periphery; said outer periphery of said 
first sheet of sterilization material being bonded to the outer periphery of said second sheet of 

r 

sterilizalion material. 

68. (Withdrawn) A method for sterilizing an article as set forth In Claim 67 further including 
a chemical visual Indicator, said chemical visual indicator being in one visual stale prior to 
exposure to sterilant and being in anothervisual state after exposure to sterilant; said chemical 
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visual indicator being attached to said wrap so as to indicate whether or not the article has been 
exposed to adequate sterilization conditions. 

69. (Withdrawn) A method for sterilizing en article as set forth in Claim 65 further Including 
a chemical visual indicator; said chemical visual indicator being In one visual state prior to 
exposure to steritant and being in another visual state after exposure to sterilant; said chemical 
visual indicator being attached to said wrap so as to indica.e whether or not the article has been 
exposed to adequate sterilization conditions. 

70. (Withdrawn) A method for sterilizing an article as set forth in Claim 68. wherein said 
chemical visual indicator meets the requirements of ISO 1 1 140-1 . 

71 . (Withdrawn) A method for sterilizing an article as set forth in Claim 68. wherein said 
J chemical visual Indicator is attached to said f.rst sheet of sterilization material. 

72. (Withdrawn) A method for sterilizing an article as set forth in Claim 68. wherein said 
chemical visual indicator is attached to said additional sheet. 

! 73. (Withdrawn) ' A method for sterilizing an article as set forth in Claim 67. wherein said 

first and second sheets of sterilization material and said additional sheet are made of SMS. 

74. (Withdrawn) A method for sterilizing an article as set forth In Claim 73. wherein the 
basis weight of said additional sheet is equal to or greater than the basis weight of said first 
sheet of sterilization material. 
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75. (Withdrawn) A method for sterilizing an article as set forth In Claim 74, wherein the 
basis weight of said first sheet is in the range from 0.75 osy to 2.9 osy and the basis weight of 
said absorbent sheet is in the range from 1 ,0 osy to 3,0 osy. 

76. (Withdrawn) A method for sterilizing an article as set forth in Claim 67, wherein said 
additional sheet Is SMS. 

77. (Withdrawn) A method for sterilizing an article as set forth in Claim 76 further Including 
an absorbent sheet attached to said additional sheet. 

78. (Withdrawn) A method for sterilizing an article as set forth in Claim 65 further including 
an absorbent sheet attached to said additional sheet. 

79. (Withdrawn) A method for sterilizing an article as set forth in Claim 78 further including 
a chemical visual indicator responsive to the presence of sterilant so as to indicate whether or 
not the article has been exposed to adequate sterilization conditions. 

80. (Withdrawn) A method for sterilizing an article as set forth in Claim 78, wherein the 
perimeter of said absorbent sheet is smaller than the perimeter of said additional sheet. 

81 . (Withdrawn) A method for sterilizing an article comprising the steps of: 

providing an article to be sterilized; 

wrapping the article to be sterilized with sterilization wrap which comprises: 
at least one sheet of sterilization material; and 
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a sheet of absorbent material attached to said sheet of sterilization material; said 
sheet of absorbent material adapted to contact the article to be sterilized; said sheet of 
absorbent material enabled to wick moisture away from the article after sterilization has taken 
place; and 

applying sterilant to the wrapped article. 

82. (Withdrawn) A method for sterilizing an article as set forth In Claim 81 further including 
»: a chemical visual indicator responsive to the presence of sterilant so as to indicate whether or 

not the article has been exposed to adequate sterilization conditions. 

83. (Withdrawn) A method for sterilizing an article comprising the steps of: 
\ providing an article to be sterilized; 

wrapping the article to be sterilized with sterilization wrap which comprises: 
at least one sheet of sterilization material having a central portion; and 
a panel attached to said central portion of said sheet of sterilization material; the 
i basis weight of said panel being higher than the basis weight of saki sheet of sterilization 

material; and 

applying sterilant to the wrapped article. 

84. (Withdrawn) A method for sterilizing an article as set forth in Claim 83 further including 
a sheet of absorbent material attached to said panel; said sheet of absorbent material enabled 
to wick moisture away from the article after sterilization has taken place. 
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85. (Withdrawn) A method for sterilizing an article as set forth In Claim 84 further including 
a chemical visual indicator responsive to the presence of sterilant so as to indicate whether or 
not the article has been exposed to adequate sterilization conditions. 

86. (Withdrawn) A method for sterilizing an article as set forth in Claim 83 further including 
a chemical visua. indicator responsive to the presence of sterilant so as to indicate whether or 
not the article has been exposed to adequate sterilization conditions. 

87. (Withdrawn) A method for sterilizing an article as set forth in Claim 83 wherein said 
panel is absorbent said panel enabled to wick moisture away from the article after sterilization 
has taken place. 

88. (Withdrawn) A method for sterilizing an article as set forth in Claim 87 further including 
a chemical visual indicator responsive to the presence of sterilant so as to indicate whether or 
not the article has been exposed to adequate sterilization conditions. 

; 89. (Withdrawn) A method for sterilizing an article comprising the steps of. 

! providing an article to be sterilized; 

wrapping the article to be sterilized in sterilization wrap which comprises: 

; at least one sheet of sterilization material; and 

a chemical visual indicator responsive to the presence of sterilant so as to 

; indicate whether or not the article has been exposed to adequate sterilization condittons; and 

applying sterilant to the wrapped article. 
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90. (Withdrawn) A method for sterilizing an article as set forth in Claim 89 further including 
a second sheet of sterilization material; said second sheet of sterilization material bonded to 
said first sheet. 

91 . (Withdrawn) A method for sterilizing an article as set forth In Claim 90, wherein said 
chemical visual indicator is attached to said second sheet 

92. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in Claim 89 further including a sheet of absorbent 
material attached to said sheet of sterilization material; said sheet of absorbent material adapted 
to contact the article to be sterilized; said sheet of absorbent material enabled to wick moisture 
away from the article after sterilization has taken place. 

93. (Currently Amended) A sterilization wrap for wrapping an article to be sterilized 
comprising: 

a first sheet of sterilization material; said first sheet of sterilization material having 
an outer periphery and a central portion; 

an additional sheet of material; said additional sheet being bonded to said first 
sheet; a substantial portion of said additional sheet being adjacent to the central portion of said 
first sheet; the perimeter of said additional sheet being at feast twenty-five percent (25%) 
smaller than the perimeter of said first sheet. 

94. (Withdrawn) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 93 wherein said additional sheet 
of material includes spun-bond polypropelene. 



-18- 



d 



00£S£LZILSIL CXL SL9 LV MV1-HJ/W3H nVNIQHVO Ud £9-£l L00Z SZ NHf 



8Z-60:(ss-lutu) NOIlVtina . 560* 825 IW- aiSO ■ 00C8CZZ:SINa • 0 L/C-ddXd3-01dSn:MAS h [dUJll JMBiiAea unseal Wd 8i:9?:Z lOOmm IV QADH . OC/LZ 30Vd 

95. (Previously Presented) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 93 further including a 
second sheet of sterilization material; said second sheet of sterilization material being bonded to 
said first sheet of sterilization material. 

96. (Previously Presented) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 95 wherein the second 
sheet of sterilization material includes an outer periphery; said outer periphery of said first sheet 
of sterilization material being bonded to said outer periphery of said second sheet of sterilization 
material. 

97. (Previously Presented) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 96 wherein said first and 
second sheets of sterilization material are made of SMS. 

98. (Withdrawn) A method for sterilizing an article comprising the steps of: 

providing an article to be sterilized; 

wrapping said article to be sterilized with a sterilization wrap which comprises: 
a first sheet of sterilization material; said first sheet of sterilization material having 

an outer periphery and a central portion; 
[ an additional sheet of material; said additional sheet being bonded to said first 

sheet; a substantial portion of said additional sheet being adjacent to the central portion of said 

first sheet; the perimeter of said additional sheet being smaller than the perimeter of said first 

sheet; 

applying sterilant to the wrapped article. 

99. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in Claim 98 wherein said additional sheet of 
material includes spun-bond polypropylene. 
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100. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in Claim 98 further including a second sheet of 
sterilization material; said second sheet of sterilization material being bonded to said first sheet 
of sterilization material. 

101 . (Withdrawn) A method as set forth In Claim 1 00 wherein the second sheet of 
sterilization material includes an outer periphery; said outer periphery of said first sheet of 
sterilization material being bonded to the outer periphery of said second sheet of sterilization 
material. 

102. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in Claim 1 01 wherein said first and second sheets 
of sterilization material are made of SMS. 

103. (Withdrawn) A method as set forth in Claim 98 further including the step of placing said 
article to be sterilized on said additional sheet 
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